[A clinical course and autopsy results of an 8-year-old severely handicapped girl with marked periventricular leukomalacia].
We reported a clinical course and autopsy results of an 8-year-old severely handicapped girl with marked periventricular leukomalacia. She was well until 3 days prior to first admission in local hospital. Two days prior to admission, she began to vomit. Twelve hours later, she was noted to be lethargic and developed malaise with frequent vomiting. At physical examination on admission, she had frequent fits and her posture was decerebrate rigidity. Consciousness disturbance continued for two weeks. Thereafter, she became severely handicapped with spastic quadriplegia, mental retardation and intractable epilepsy. She was transferred to our hospital one month later. We cared her totally and carefully with our rehabilitation staff, but during her course several rare happening occurred; she suffered from subdural hemorrhage due to hypocupremia and received an operation for the release of contracture of her hips. She died of acute cardio-respiratory failure at 8 years and 5 months of age. Her autopsy findings were characteristic of the damage to an immature brain during development; cactus formation of cerebellar cortex and periventricular leukomalacia.